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Ms. Cynthia T Brown 
Chief. Section of Administration 
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395 11 Street. S.W . Room 1034 
Washington. DC 20024 
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Phone-(312) 252-1500 
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www rierchcr-sipptil.com 

Septembers, 2013 

SEP 5 - zoij 

Re Docket No. AB-303 (Suh-No. 42X) 
\Vi.scon.sin Central Ltd. — Abandonment 
Exemption -- In Brown C»unt>'. Wisconsin 

Dear Secretary Williams: 

Enclosed for filing in the above-captioncd proceeding are an original and ten 
copies of the Petition for Exemption of Wisconsin Central Ltd., dated September 6. 2013. A 
check in the amount of S6,500. representing the appropriate fee for this filing, is attached. 

In accordance with 49 C F.R § 1152.60(c), a computer disk coniaining the te.\( of 
the 6m\\ Federal Re^ismr notice of this petition for exemption (F.xhibit B to the Petition) in MS 
Word 2010 format also is enclosed For convenience, this disk also contains the text of the 
Petition for Bxemption. 

The original copy of the linvironmcntal/Ilistoric Report (l^xhibii \l to the Petition) 
has been provided directly to llic Board's OlTicc of Environmental Analysis 

If you have any questions regarding this filing, please feel free to contact me. 
Thank you foi your assistance on this matter Kind regards. 

F l l i E l ^ ResDCctfulIy submitted. 
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SURFACE Audrey L Brodrick 

J S / m TRANSPORTATIONBOA-ID Attorney lor Wisconsin Central Ltd. 
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linclosurcs 
ce* Ms Victoria J. Rutson, Room 1106 
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BEFORE TKE 
SURFACE TRANSPORTATION BOARD 

DOCKET NO. AB-303 (SUB-NO 42X) 

WISCONSIN CENTRAL LTD. 
~ ABANDONMENT' EXEMPTION --
IN BROWN COUNTY, WISCONSIN 

PETITION FOR EXEMPTION OF 
WISCONSIN CENTRAL LTD. 

Pursuant to 49 U.S.C. § 10502 and the regulations of the Surface Transportation 

Board (the "Board") at 49 C.F.R. §§ 1121 and 1152.60, Wisconsin Central Ltd ("WCL") hereby 

petitions the Board for an exemption from the prior approval requirements of 49 U.S C. § 10903 

for WCL to abandon a line of railroad, referred to herein as "the Line." extending from niilcposl 

97.75 and ending at milepost 98 08 in Denmark, Brown County, Wisconsin, a distance of 

approximately 0.33 miles A map showing the location of the line to be abandoned is attached to 

this Petition as Exhibit y\. A draft Federal Hegisiei notice of this Petition in the form prescribed 

by 49 C.F.R § 1152 60(c) is attached hereto as Exhibit B. 

After abandonment, and assuming that the State of Wisconsin waives its 

acquisition rights under Wis. Stat Ann 85.09, the rail and track materials on the Line will 

remain in place and will be transferred to United Cooperative, the sole shipper on the Line, so 

that it may expand and improve its facilities for continued and future increased rail service In its 

current configuration, United Cooperative's facility m Denmark cannot handle its recent growth 

in business, largely due to the fact that its rail facilities arc not sunicient to handle such volume. 

Because the Line will simply be converted from a regulated line of railroad to private industry 

track, United Cooperative will remain a rail-served property after the abandonment. United 



Cooperative fully supports WCL's petition to abandon the Line as the company's future business 

development is dependent on its ability to expand its rail facilities A Idler from United 

Cooperative in support of WCL*s petition to abandon is attached hereto us Exhibit C. 

Aside from existing rail traffic to United Cooperative, there is no reasonable 

possibility for the development of other rail traffic as United Cooperative is the end of WCL's 

line and there is no further trackage beyond the United Cooperative Facility. An original 

verification as required under 49 Cf r< 1152 is attached hereto as I'̂ xhibit D. 

As discussed further below, abandonment of the Line plainly satisfies the 

exemption criteria of 49 U.S C § 10502, and this petition should be granted. 

In accordance with 49 C.F.R § 1150.60(d), a copy of this petition has been ser\'cd 

on the parties designated in 49 CF R. § 1152.50(d) 

I. IDENTIFICATION OF PETITIONER 

Petitioner WCL is a common carrier by rail which owns or operates 

approximaicly 2400 route miles of rail line in the states of Illinois, Indiana, Michigan, Minnesota 

and Wisconsin. WCL is a wholly-owned indirect subsidiary of Canadian Nniional Railway 

Company. See Canadian National Rv. Co. -- Control - Wisconsin Central Transn Corn.. 5 

ST. 13.890(2001). 

The complete name and address of WCL is: 

Wisconsin Central Ltd. 
17641 South Ashland Avenue 
I-Iomewood, Illinois 60430 
(708)332-4381 

IL DESCRIPTION OF LINE TO BE ABANDONED 

I. 'fhe Line WCL seeks to abandon is a single-track, stub-ended line that begins at a 

connection with WCL's mainline at milepost 97.75 and ending at milepost 98.08 m Denmark, 



Wisconsin, 'fhe Line is situated in Brown County, Wisconsin and extends a total distance of 

appioximately 0 33 miles. 

After receiving the authority to abandon, and subject to the State's cooperation as 

noted above, WCL will convey the track and piopcrty to United Cooperative, the sole shipper 

currently on the Line, so that that it may expand and improve its facilities. Aside from the 

already existing rail traffic to United Cooperative, there is no reasonable possibility for the 

development of new rail traffic as the Line's mainline ends at Pine Street and there is no further 

trackage beyond that street. The trackage south of Pine Street was abandoned several years ago 

and turned into a trail Sec STB Docket Number Docket No AB-303 (Suh-No 34X) Thus, 

United Cooperative is the only shippei on the Line. 

The right-of-way of the Line is generally 58 feet wide Pursuant to 49 C F R 

§ 1152.60(d), WCL states that, based on infoniiation in its possession, the Line does not contain 

federally granted rights-of-way. Any relevant documentation on this subject in WCL's 

possession will be made available promptly to those requesting it. The Line traverses United 

States Postal Service Zip Code 54208. 

i l l . JURISDICTION AND STATUTORY STANDARDS 

The Board has jurisdiction over the proposed abandonment of WCL's Line 

pursuant to 49 U S.C § 10903. Generally, a common carrier by rail must obtain authority from 

the Board under Section 10903 before abandoning a line of railroad However, 49 U.S.C. 

§ 10502 requires the Board to exempt a person, transaction or service from the statutory and 

regulatory requirements otherwise applicable to a rail carrier when the Board detenoines that. 

(1) application of those lequirements is not necessary to carry out the rail transportation policy of 



49 U.S.C. § 10101; and (2) cither (a) the transaction is of limited scope or (b) regulation is not 

needed to protect shippers from an abuse of market power. 

IV. CRITERIA OF 49 U.S.C. S 10502 

A. Detailed Scrutiny Under 49 U.S.C. § 10903 
Is Not Ncccssiir)' To Curr}' Out The Rail 
Transnorlalion P»licv Of 49 U.S.C. S lOIOl 

Granting WCL an exemption to abandon the Line is consistent with the goals 

articulated in the National Rail Transportation Policy, 49 U.S.C. § 10101 As explained above, 

United Cooperative has experienced a significant increase in business and its current facilities 

cannot adequately handle this increase in business To meet the demands of this new business, 

United Cooperative needs to expand and rc-dcvclop its rail facilities so that it can increase its rail 

services to accommodate its business growth. Thus, by allowing WCL to abandon the Lmc and 

transfer the line and properly to United Cooperative for fuithei expansion and development, 

WCL will sec an increase rail traffic and revenue in the future, 'fhis transaction will allow WCL 

to meet the needs of United Cooperative and increase WCL's revenues, as well as encourage the 

honest and effective management of railroads. Additionally, the transaction will promote the 

development of an economically sound and efficient transportation system. 49 U S C. 

§§ 10101(3). (4). (5) and (9). 

The rail transportation policy also provides that the Board should minimize the 

need for federal regulatory control over the rail transpoitation system, expedite regulatory 

decisions and reduce barriers to exit. 49 U.S.C. §§ 10101(2). (7), and (15). The statutory 

exemption procedure of Section 10502 obviates the need for the expensive and time-consuming 

processes attendant lo a proceeding under Section 10903, including the costs of preparing an 



application. Reliance on the adequate and expeditious exemption procedure herein would 

minimise Board regulation of this transaction and reduce the regulatory burden on WCL. 

None of the other rail transportation policy ciiiena will be adversely affected. 

United Cooperative is the only shipper located on the line and there is no further trackage beyond 

the United Cooperative facility. After abandonment, rail services will continue and in fact 

increase to United Cooperative. 

U. The Tninsiiction Is Of Limited Scone 

The transaction for which exemption is sought consists solely of the abandonment 

of a stub-ended .spur track totaling approximately 0.33 miles and which serves only one shipper. 

Additionally, there is no reasonable prospect of future rail traffic, beyond that to United 

Cooperative, as there is no further trackage beyond the United Cooperative facility. The 

proposed abandonment clcariy is of limited scope 

C. Regulation is Nut Ncecssar}' To Protect 
Shinncn> From An Ahu.sc Of Market Power 

Since this transaction is of limited scope, WCL does not need to demonstrate that 

regulation is unnecessary to protect shippers from abuse of market power. 49 U S C. 

§ 10502(a)(2) Even so, it is clear that this transaction will not and cannot subject shippers lo 

any market power abuse. As stated above, United Cooperative is the only shipper on the line and 

there is no further trackage beyond the United Cooperative facility. Rail service to United 

Cooperative will continue afler abandonment. Accordingly, regulation by the Board of this 

abandonment is not and cannot be necessary to protect any shipper from an abuse of power. 

V. LEVEL OF LABOR PROTECTION TO BE IMPOSED 

WCL docs not anticipate any adver.se impact on employment levels as a result of 

the proposed abandonment Subsequent to abandonment, the Line will remain a rail-ser\'cd 

http://adver.se


facility and in fact, WCL and United Cooperative anticipate an increase in rail traffic as a result 

of the abandonment and United Cooperative's facility expansion. WCL agrees that the 

appropriate level of employee protection to be impo.scd on this abandonment is that established 

in Oreiion Short Line R. Co. - Abandonment - Goshen. 360 I C.C. 91 (1979) 

Vi. ENVIRONMENTAL REPORT 

In accordance with the requirements of 49 C F R. §§ 1105 7(a), 1105.8(a) and 

1121.3(b), an Environmental/Historic Report is attached as Exhibit E to this Petition. 

WIIERCFORE, WCL respectfully requests that the Board exempt from the prior 

approval requirements of 49 U.S C. § 10903 the abandonment by WCL of its line extending from 

milepost 97 75 and ending at milepost 98.08 in Denmark. Brown County, Wisconsin 

RcsDCctfully submitted, 

Audrey L. BMdnck 
Fletcher & Sippel LLC 
29 North Wackcr Drive 
Suite 920 
Chicago, Illinois 60606-2832 
(312)252-1500 

ATTORNEYS FOR 
WISCONSIN CENTRAL LTD. 

Dated* September 6, 2013 



CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE 

I hereby certify that on this 5'"' day of September, 2013. a copy of the foregoing 

Petition for Exemption of Wisconsin Central Ltd. was served by first class mail, postage 

prepaid, upon the agencies specified in 49 CF R. § 1152.50(d)(1) and all known customers on 

the line to be abandoned, as follows: 

Ms Leannn Wall 
Director, Bureau of Railroads and Highways 
Wisconsin Department of'fransportation 
PO Box 7914 
Madison, Wl 53707-7914 

Wisconsin Department of IGA Relations 
P.O. Box 7868 
101 East Wilson Street, 6th Floor 
Madison. Wl 53707-7868 

Mr. 'fom 'fidwell 
Chief of the Forest Service 
U S. Department of Agriculture 
1400 Independence Avenue, S W 
Washington, DC 20250-0003 

National Park Service 
Attn' Charlie Stockman 
Org: 2220 
1201 1 (Eye) Street NW 
Washington D C. 20005 

Railroads For National Defense Program 
Military Surface Deployment & Distribution Command 
Transportation Engineering Agency 
1 Soldier Way, Bldg. 1900W 
Scott AFB,1L 62225-5006 

United Cooperative 
Attention David A. Cramer 
N7160 Raceway Road 
Beaver Dam, Wisconsin 53916 

Audrey 1^ Brodrick 
A A ' a l ^ 



EXHIBIT A 

Denmarlc Brown Coun'af, Wisconsin 
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EXIIIBH B 

Federal Register Notice 

Docket No. AB-303 (Sub No. 42X} 

Notice of Petition for Exemption lo Alxindon 

On Scptembei 6. 2013, Wisconsin Central Ltd. ("WCL") filed with the Surface 
'fransportation Board, Washington, DC 20423, a petition for exemption for WCL to abandon a 
line of raihoad extending frtini milepost 07.75 to milepost 98 08 in Denmark, Brown County. 
Wisconsin, a distance of approximately 0.33 miles, 'fhe line foi which the abandonment 
exemption request was filed traverses United States Postal Service ZIP Code 54208. 

The line does not contain federally granted rights-of-way. Any documentation in 
the railroad's possession will be made available promptly lo those requesting it. 

The inieiest of railroad employees will be protected by the conditions specified in 
OicEon Short Line R. Co - Abandonment - Goshen. 360 l.C C 91 (1979). 

Any olVer of llnancial a.ssistance will be due no later than 10 days after service of 
a decision granting the petition for e.xcmption 

All interested parties should be aware that following abandonment of rail .scr\'ice 
and salvage of the line, the line may be suitable for other public use, including interim trail u.se 

Any request for a public use condition and any request for trail use/rail banking 
will be due no later than 20 days after notice of the llling of the petition for exemption is 
published in the Federal Ref îstei. 

Persons seeking furlhei information concerning abandonment pi-occdures may 
contact the Surface Trans]X)rtHtion Board or refer to the full abandonment regulations at 49 CFR 
part 1152. Questions concerning cnviionmental issues may be diiected to the BoaixI's Office of 
F.nvironmental Analysis. 

Any environmental assessment (EA) (or environmental impact statement (BIS), if 
necessaiy) prepared by the Office of Environmental Analysis will be served upon all parties of 
record and upon any agencies or other persons who commented during its preparation Any 
other persons who would like to obtain a copy of Ihe EA (or EIS) may contact the Section of 
Fjivironmenial Analysis. EAs in these abandonment proceedings noimally will be made 
available within 60 days of the filing of the petition The dendlinc for submission of comments 
on the EA will generally be within 30 days of Us service. 

12 



EXHIBIT C 

UNITED 
COOPERATIVE-. 
R E L Y O N U S 

Re- Petition for exemption for the abandonment, AB - 303 (Sub-No. 42X) 

Dear members of the Surface Transportation Board 

I'm writing this letter in support of, and to stress the importance of Wisconsin Central Ltd 's (WCL) petition 
for exemption for the abandonment of line of railroad, referred to herein as the United Cooperative Spur, 
extending from Milepost 97 75 to the end of the line at Milepost 98 08. a distance of approximately 0.3 
miles m Denmark, Brown County, Wisconsin 

United Cooperative is the sole shipper along the United Cooperative Spur The United Cooperative facility 
in Denmark is the end of WCL's mainline and accordingly, there is no rail service beyond the United 
Cooperative facility Untied Cooperative is the largest fami-supply cooperative in Wisconsin and the 60th 
largest agricultural cooperative in the United States With more than 77 years of expenence, our core 
business includes the areas of feed. gram, agronomy, fuel, propane, and lubricants. We have locations 
throughout south-central and north-east Wisconsin and excel m efficiency, financial success, and 
customer serv'ce. 

In recent years. United Cooperative has experienced a significant increase m business, and as a result, a 
significant demand for an increase in rail services For example, in 1984, United Cooperative had $7 
million m sales, in 2012, we had 5643,000,000 in sates During the early part of 2012, United Cooperative 
merged with three smaller cooperatives in north-east Wisconsin. Included on this list is our Denmark, 
WIS . feed, grain, agronomy, and energy location. In its current state. United Cooperative's facility in 
Denmark cannot handle this growth, largely due to the fact that our current rail facilities are not large 
enough to handle such volume In order to effectively grow and handle this increase in business. United 
Cooperative needs to expand its facility and re-develop the property to allow for an increase in rail 
service To accomplish this goal. United Cooperative and WCL have come to agreement whereby WCL 
will convey the very limited track identified above so that United Cooperative can re-develop the property 
and rail facilities and make the necessary changes to accommodate the expansion of Its business After 
the completion of this re-development, WCL will continue to service United Cooperative Of course, this 
agreement is contingent upon the Board's approval of WCL's petition for exemption to abandon the 
United Cooperative Spur and end its common carrier service on this portion of railroad line 

Without the Board's approval of WCL's petition for abandonment of the United Cooperative Spur, United 
Cooperative cannot expand its business, and rail service needs to accommodate the current demands of 
Its clients Accondingly, United Cooperative supports WCL's petition to abandon m full If you need any 
more information, please do not hesitate to contact me. 

Thank you for considering our position in support of WCL's abandonment of the United Cooperative Spur 

Sincerely. 

David A Cramer 
United Cooperative President and Chief Executive Officer 

N7160 Raceway Road * Beaver Dam, Wl 53916 * 800-924-2991 * P 920-887-1756 • F 920-885-2753 
w w w unitedcooperative.com 
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EXHIBIT I) 

State of Illinois 
VISRIFICATIOiN 

SS: 
County of Cook ) 

Pt/okcLfyan . being duly sworn, deposes iind says that he is the 5-fr̂ -ffê i e.j fai Wisconsin 

Centnd Ltd., that he has read the foicgoing Petition Ibi lixcinption and knows the lucts asserted 

therein, and that the .same arc true as slated. 

fyM<^v^ WXyX<x,VV.^ 

SUBSCRIBED ANM) SWORN TO 
beloie me this J l ' ^ day 
offluCiju:^ .2013. 

Nulary Public 
My Commission expires: 

MMAAA^^^^^^WWOMMMMMAAMAn^ 

OFFICIAL SEAL 
REBECCA S B O n 

NOTARY PUBUC • STATE OF ILUNOIS 
MY COWJilSSION EXPIRES-06IDB/14 

MAAM^WWWWWV^^AMA^AAAAAA 
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IJlXHIBiTIi: 

BEFORETHE 
SURFACE TRANSI'ORTATIGN BOARD 

DOCKET NO AB-303 (SUB-NO 42X) 

WISCONSIN CENTRAL, LTD 
-- ABANDONMENT EXEiMPTION -

IN DENiMARK, BROWN COUNTY, WISCONSIN 

APPENDICES TO 
ENVIRONMENTAL/HISTORICAL REPORT 

Anncndi.\ 

Map showing Line location A 

Brown County Board of Commissioners Notice Letter B 

Wisconsin Department of Transportation Notice Letter . C 

NOAA/National Geodetic Survey Notice and Response Letters D 

Natural Resources Consci-valion Service Notice Letter E 

Onice of Watcr-U S Knviionmcnlnl Pioiection Agency Notice Letter F 

U.S. Pish and Wildlife Service Notice Letter .^...G 

Wisconsin Depaitment of Natural Resources Notice and Response Letters 11 

Wisconsin Department of Administration Notice Letter I 

National Park Service Notice Letter J 

U.S. liPA Region 5 Notice Letter K 

U S Amiy Corps of liiigineers Notice and Response Letters L 

Wisconsin Histoiical Society Notice and Response Letters . M 

Certificate ofCompliance with 49 C.F.R. Part 1105 N 
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BEFORETHE 
SURFACE TRANSPORTATION BOARD 

DOCKET NO AB-303 (SUB-NO 42X) 

WISCONSIN CENTRAL, LTD 
~ ABANDONMENT EXEMPTION -

IN DENMARK, BROWN COUNTY, WISCONSIN 

ENVIRONM ENTAL/IIISTORICAL REPORT 

Wisconsin Central, Ltd ("WCL") submits this IZnvironmental/Hisloric Report in 

compliance with the reporting requirements of 49 CFR §§1105.7 and 1105.8. Supporting 

correspondence is attached It is ihc conclusion of this Report that the proposed abandonment, i f 

implemented, will not significantly affect either the quality of the human environment or the 

conservation of energy resources 

ENVIRONMENTAL REPORT - 49 C.F.R. S 1105.7fc) 

I . Pronosed Action :ind Alternatives. WCL seeks to abandon a portion of its 

railroad line starting at MP 97.75 and ending at MP 98.08 in IJenmaik, Wisconsin ("'the Line") 

The Line is situated in Drown County, Wiscon.sin and extends a total distance of approximately 

0.33 miles. 

ARcr receiving the authoiity to abandon, WCL will convey the track and property lo 

United Cooperative, ihe sole-shipper currently on the Line, so that that it may expand and 

improve its facilities. Aside from the already existing rail traffic lo United Cooperative, there is 

no reasonable possibility for the development of new rail tiaffic as the Line's mainline ends at 

Pine Street and there is no fuiiher trackage beyond Uiat sticet The trackage south of Pine Street 
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was abandoned several years ago and turned into a nail. A map showing the location of the Line 

and sunounding streets is attached herein as Appendix A 

Because United Cooperative will be purchasing the property and rail from WCL, it will 

remain a rail sei-ved property following the abandonment Accordingly, the vast majority of the 

rail and Hack materials will remain in place following this abandonment. Thus, the railbed and 

subgrade of the Line will remain in place and not be disturbed There arc no grade crossings 

within this abandonment. There arc no bridges located along the Line and The State Historic 

Preservation Office wiihin the Wisconsin Historical Society ("SHPO") has indicated that no 

historic sinictures will be affected by abandonment of Ihis Line. 

No alternatives to the proposed abandonment have been considered. 

WCL has contacted and requested comments from the Brown County Board of 

Supervisors. See correspondence attached herein as Appendix B. WCL has received no 

comments to dale. 

2. Traii.snoiiation System. WCL docs not anticipate that existing regional or local 

transportation systems or patterns will be affected by the pioposcd abandonment since WCL 

intends on continuing service to the one cuireni shipper by rail. Thus, no traffic will be diverted 

lo other Uansportation systems oi modes as a result of the proposed abandonment. There is no 

overhead traffic on the Line, and no passenger trains are operated over the Line. 

WCr, has contacted and requested comments from the Stale of Wisconsin Department of 

'fransportation See correspondence attached herein as Appendix C WCL has received no 

comments lo date. 

-2-
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3. Land Use. 

(i) WCL docs not foresee any inconsistency wilh regional and/or local land 

use plans, but has contacted and requested comments from the NCAA/National Geodetic Sui-vcy. 

'fhe NOAA/National Geodetic Survey has responded Sec coriespondence attached herein as 

Appendix D. 'lo die extent that WCL engages in salvage aclivilies of the Lmc, WCL will 

consult with the National Geodetic Survey prior to beginning any such activities that will di.slurb, 

or destroy any geodetic station marks. 

(ii) The proposed abandonment lies entirely within the limits of Brown 

County, Wisconsin 'fhe Natural Resource Conservation Sei-vicc (NRCS) has been contacted 

and comments requested. See coi rcspondencc attached herein as Appendix E. WCL has 

received no commenis to date. 

(iii) This track does not appear lo be within a designated Coastal Zone 

Management Area and, accoidingly, the proposed abandonment will not affect any land or water 

uses in such an area or result in any coastal impacts. WCL has contacted ihc Office of Water at 

the US l^nviionmcntal Protection Agency, to deteimine whether the proposed abandonment is 

consistciii with applicable federal, state and local watei quality standards. Sec coi respondencc 

attached hereto as Appendix F WCL has received no comments to date. The rail and oihcr 

salvageable materials will largely remain in place therefore proper erosion control in Ihc removal 

of rail is not an issue 

(iv) WCL IS not aware of any alternative public use under 49 U S C. § 10905 

for which the remainder of the right-of-way would be suitable 

-3-
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4. Energy. 

(i) The proposed abandonment will not have any effect on Ihc Uansportation 

of energy resources No energy resourec commodities move on the Line, and WCL foresees 

little or no possibility that such on-line traffic would develop in the dilure 

(ii) The movement and/oi recoveiy of recyclable commodities will not be 

advcisely affected by this abandonment. No such traffic has been handled on this line, and WCL 

foresees little or no possibility that any online recyclable commodity IrafTic would develop in the 

future. 

(iii) Abandonment will not result in an increase or decrease m overall energy 

efficiency, 'fhe single shipper currently located on the Line will conliniic lo operate aAci WCL's 

abandonment of the Line and thus there will be no changes in existing transportation patterns or 

eneigy usage as a result of the proposed abandonment. 

(iv) Not applicable. Abandonment of the Line will not cause Ihe diversion of 

more than 1,000 rail carloads per year or an average of 50 lail carloads per mile per year lo 

motor carrieis 

5. Air-

(i) Not applicable. Abandonment will not result in (A) a minimum increase 

in rail traffic of 100% or eight trains per day on any segment of rail line, (B) an increase in rail 

yaid activity of al least 100%, or (C) an average increase in truck traffic of morc Ihan 10% of the 

average daily traffic or 50 vehicles per day on any road scgmcni. 

(ii) Not applicable. Abandonment of the Line will not result in Irafnc 

increases which exceed the thresholds specified in 49 C.F.R. § 1105 7(e)(5)(ii)(A), (B) or (C). 

-4-
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(iii) Not applicable 'fhe transponation of ozone depleting materials is nol 

contemplated 

C. Noise. Not applicable. As indicated above, none of the thresholds identified in 

49 CF R § 1105.7(c)(5)(i) will be exceeded as a result of the abandonment 

7. Safety. 

(i) The proposed action will have no^ adverse effect upon public hcaltJi or 

safety This abandonment will not require salvage operations as the track will laigely remain in 

place. 

(ii) Nol applicable, 'fo WCL's knowledge, no hazardous commodities were 

over handled on this Line. Accordingly, the proposed abandonment will iiave no ellecl on the 

transponation of haztirdous materials. 

(ill) To the best of WCL's knowledge, there are no known hazardous waste 

sites or any hazardous waste materials involved Thercforc, WCL believes that its abandonment 

will not have any adverse impact on this site 

8. Biohmical Resources 

(i) The U.S Fish and Wildlife Seivice has been contacted and WCL has 

requested comments. WCL has received no commenis to dale. WCL does nol believe this 

abandonment will affect the wetlands or any endangered or threatened species, if any, present in 

ihis area. See coriespondence attached as Appendix G. 

WCL has also contacted and requested comments from the Wisconsin 

Department of Natural Resources. Sec correspondence attached herein as Appendix H. WCL 

docs not anticipate any issues iclaicd erosion, water quality, wildlife sancluaiics, endangered 

species oi other natural lesourees concerns due lo the fact that the track will remain laigely in 

-5-
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place and rail seivicc will continue over the line. Per the Dcpnrimcni of Natural Resource's 

request, WCL has contacted the Wisconsin Department of Administration regarding any Coastal 

Zone Management issues Sec Correspondence attached as Appendix I. To date, WCL has 

received no comments from the Wisconsin Dcpailmenl of Administration. 

(II) 'fhe National Park Service has been contacted and comments requested. 

See coriespondence allachcd herein as Appendix J WCL has received no coninienls to date 

9. Water. 

(i) The US EPA for Region 5 of the Environmental Protection Agency has 

been contacted and we have requested comments from them Sec correspondence attached 

herein as Appendix K. WCL has received no comments lo dale 

(ii) The Army Corps of Engineers has been contacted to determine if the 

proposed abandonment requires permits under Section 404 of the Clean Water Act. The Army 

Corps of Kngineeis has responded See corrcspondencc in Appendix L. WCL docs not 

anticipate that the abandonment will involve dischnigc of dredged or fill materials into any 

existing wetlands and Ihc abandonment will nol involve aclivily in navigable waters of the 

United Stales. The Army Corps of Engineeis has also responded to WCL's Environmental and 

Historic Report served on August 9, 2013 The Army Corp of Rngincer*s second response is 

also included in Appendix L WCL will correspond with the Regulatory Office regarding any 

permitting questions. 

WCL has contacted and requested commenis from the Slate of Wisconsin Department of 

Natural Resources and the Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources has responded. See 

corrcspondencc in Appendix 11. WCL will comply with all applicable regulations and rules as 

related to the proposed abandonment. However, because the track will largely remain in place, 

-6-
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the potential issues raised by Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources issues are 

inapplicable. Further, as mentioned in other places in this report, WCL has contacted ihc 

Wisconsin Coastal Zone Management DeparUncni as well as the U.S. Army Cor|3S of Engineers 

Office. See Appendices 1 and L respectively. 

In addition, abandonment should nol impact any 100-year Hoodplain if no 

additional fill is placed in any Hoodplain. 

(iii) Due to the fact that the track will largely remain in place, WCL concludes 

that no pcimits under Section 402 of the Clean Water Act are required. No material will be 

disposed of into waterway as part of the abandonment 

10. Pronosed Mitiaation. As no adverse impact is anticipated, WCL does not 

propose any mitigation activities 

11. Additional Information for Rail Coiiitruetion.s There is no rail conslruclion 

proposed at this time 

HISTORIC REPORT - 49 C.E.R. § I I05.«(d) 

1. Mai). A map of the Line is atlached hereto as Appendix A. 

2. Descrinlion of Lhie. 'fhe line lo be abandoned extends from milepost 97.75 and 

ends al milepost 98.08 in Denmaik, Wisconsin Q îhc Line**). The Line is situated in Brown 

County, Wisconsin and extends a total distance of approximately 0.33 miles, or 1, 584 feel. The 

width of the righi of way is approximaicly 58 feel 

3. I'holoaranhs. There arc no photographs of this Line attached because there arc 

no buildings or structures located along this portion of the Line thai arc 50 ycais old or older 

There arc no grade crossings which will be removed wilh this abandonment. 
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4. Information on Structures There are no structures or bi idges located along this 

Line. 

5. Ilislorv of Oncralions. The Line has been used lo sci-vc United Cooperative, die 

company who is purchasing the Line afler die abandonment WCL will continue lo serve United 

Cooperative after the abandonment. There is no reasonable possibility for the development of 

new rail traffic, other than that seiving United Cooperative, as the Line's mainline ends al Pine 

Street, and Iheie are no shippers south of Pine Street A map showing the location of the Line is 

attached herein as Appendix A. 

6. Engineering Documents WCL will provide copies of any documents in its 

possession. 

7. lli.storic Criteria. WCL has contacted and given notice of the proposed 

abandonment to The State Historic Preservation Office wiihin the Wisconsin Historical Society 

("SHPO") See correspondence alUichcd as Appendix M. SI IPO's i-csponsc lo WCL indicates 

that no historic properties will be affected. Sec Appendix M 

8. Ground Dislurhanccs. WCL has reported there arc no archaeological rcsourccs 

in the area Access lo the line is generally good. 

9. Rciiucst hv State Historic Preservation Office. Upon request of the Wisconsin 

Historical Society, WCL will provide such additional information as may be requested under 

Section 1105 8(d)(9) 

-8-
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CERTIFICATIONS - 49 C.F.R S 1105.7fe) 

A certification that the foregoing Report has been served on each of the agencies designated in 

49 C.F.R. § 1105.7(b) and that WCL has consulted with all appropriate agencies in preparing this 

Report IS attached hereto as Appendix N. A ceitificution that, in accordance with 49 C.F.R § 

1105.12, WCL has published notice of the proposed abandonment in a newspaper of general 

circulation in the county through which the Line passes is attached hereto as Appendix N. 

Dated- September 5,2013 

Respectfully submitted. 

By: A X J M L ' fv f̂̂ 'O^L 
Audre>UL. Brodrick 
Fletcher & Sippel LLC 
29 North Wackcr Dr., Suite 920 
Chicago, Illinois 60606 
312-252-1500 Telephone 
312-252-2400 Facsimile 

-9-
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FLETCHER & SIPPEL LLC 
ATTORNEYS AT LAW 

29 North Wnclcer Drive 
Suite 920 
Clilcnen, llllnofs 60606-2837. 

AUDHsy L. BRODRICK 
(312) 252-1518 
nbioilrlckOHerchcPilppel com 

Mr. Pfllrick Moynilinii, Jr. 
Coiiiuy npnitf Clmirpersoii—Brown Cotiiily, 

Wisconsin 
305 P.as\ Wnlniil Slrcct 
Grccii Bay, Wl 54305 

I'hone: (312) 252-1500 
Fiixi(3l7.)252-2'100 

www.flciclier-slppel.coin 

April IS. 2013 

l<c: 

DcarMi'.MoyiiiJian; 

Dockcl AD 303 (.Sub No. 12X)-Wiscoiisiii Ccnlnil Ud. 
I'ro|Josc(l Abandontneiil In Drown Coiiiily, Wisconsin 

Wisconsin CciKml Ltd C'WCL*') Is planning to file a proposed nbaiidonincnt wilh (ho 
SuiOico l^wispoitfltion Board ("STB") for approval to nbandmi flppioxiinntcly .33 miles ormllraad lino 
siBi-tiiig III MP 97.75 and ondiiig al MP 98.08 in Biowii County, Wisconsin. For your coiivenieiico, wc 
have ntlaclied a map Tor youi' nsreiviico. WCL is ndvising you oftlio proposed HCIIOU so you niuy assist us 
ill idenlifying niiy potential cflccis of llie proposed aclion on, among ollici things, the following: 

2. 
3. 

6. 
7. 
8. 
9. 
10. 
I I . 
12. 

Wnler quolily; 
De5fgtiHtc<l wetlands; 
lOO-ycnrold flood plains. 
Cnclnngcrcd oi- ihivalencci species; 
Ctilicril Iinuilals; 
Wildlife sflncliiarics or refuges; 
Nniional oi sinto pniks or foiesis; 
Coastal zone maiingcmcnl, 
Soil and naUirol i-csoiircc conservations; 
Agijeulunfllland; 
Regional and/oi local iiso plans; niid 
'file need or permits under Sections 102 or 404 oftlio Clean Walei Acl. 

Because o f the nature of iho proposed nctioii. we foivsoe no advcisu ufTecls. 
Nevertheless, \ve would flp]}rccInto your review and any comments you iniiy wish to ofTer. Wc would 
appreoifllo t written I'cjpoiiso as soon as possible so Hint we inny include it In the cnvlronnientnl itepoil, 
which wc will file with the STU. Wo intend on filing (he fiiiviionniental Repoi 1 in four weeks. 

Tiiank you for your assistance. 

Vwy truly yoiii's, 

Audrey L. Brodrick 
Counsel for Wisconsin Cenlml Ltd. 

ALB:dg 
ISnelosure 
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FLETCHER Si SIPPEL LLC 
A'lTORNIJYS AT L A W 

29 North Wnckcr Drive 
Suite 920 
Cliicsgo, Illinois 60606-2832 

AUUKHV L . DKOUKICK 
012)252-1518 
nliroJrlckOfletclier-iI|ipel.coiii 

Wisconsin Depailmcnt of Transponation 
Hill FHimsS(nlo1^-nns|Joi(ntion Building 
4802 Sheboygan Avenue 
PO Box 7910 
Madison. Wisconsin 53707-7910 

Phone: (312) 252-1500 
FAX-(312)252-2400 

www flctchci'sl|i|icl com 

Aprill8.20l3 

Ro: DockcL AB 303 (Sub Np. 42X)*-Wisconsln Central Ltd. 
Proposed Abnn'donnient In Brown County, Wisconsin 

Dear Madam/Sir: 

Wisconsin CcnImI Ltd ("WCL") is planning lo file n proposed abandonment with the 
Surface IVansportalion Boni'd ("STB") for npprovnl to abandon approxiniatoly .33 miles of lailroad line 
starting al MP 97.75 and ending at MP 98.08 in Brown County, Wisconsin For your convenience, ivc 
have altachcd n map foi your reference. WCL is advising >'oii of Ihe proposed action so you may assist us 
ill idcntjfymg any potential effects of the proposed action on. Among other IblngSj the following: 

1. V/nterqiinlily; 
2. Designatecl wetlands; 
3. lOO-ycnrold flood plains; 
4. Bndangered orthieateiied species; 
5. C'rillcal hnbitnts; 
6. Wildlife sfliicluaries or refuges; 
7 National or state |»iiks or forests; 
8. Coastal zone inanngcmcnl; 
9. Soil and natuinl itisoiirce eonservatlons; 
10. Agricultural land; 
11. Regional nnd/oi local use plans; and 
12. 7*lio need oi peimltii under Sections 402 or 404 of the Clean Water Acl. 

Because of fhe nnluro of the proposed nclion, we foiioseo no adverse effcets. 
Nevertheless, wo wouki flppreclalo your review and any comments yiiu may wish to offer. Wc would 
H|jprceiatc a written respoiiso as soon as possible so that we may include it in the enviromnentnl repoi 1. 
whicli wc will file wilh tho STB. We intend on filing the Hnvironnieiilal Rcpoit in foui weeks. 

Tliankyoii fui your assistance. 

Ve^ truly yours. 

Audrey L Brodrick 
Counsel for Wisconsin Central Ltd. 

ALRrdg 
liiiclosiire 
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FLETCHER & SIPPEL LLC 
ArroRNEYs AT LAW 

29 North Wnckcr Drive Phoiic: (312) 25"2-1500 
Suite n o Fax-(312) 252-2400 
Chicago. Illinois 60606-2832 ivww flctchci-tlppel com 

AUDHBY L . BRODRtCK 
(312)252-1518 April 18,2013 
nbroJrickOfleiclienIp|iel.coin 

National Gcodetle Suivey rnformallon Seiviees 
SSMC-3, ff9202 
1315 Bast-West Migliwny 
SilverSpihigs. MaiyJand 20910-3282 
Attention; Simon Monroe 

Ro: Oockel AB 303 (Sub No. 42X)-Wisconsin Central Ltd. 
Proposed Abnndonmcnt In Brown County, Wisconsin. 

Dear Ml*. Monroe: 

Wisconsin Central Ltd C'WCL") is planning to fllo a proposed abandonment wilh the 
Siirfaco Transpoitation Board C'STB") for approval to abandon approximately .33 miles of raih-oad line 
sfinliiig nt MP 97.75 and ending at MP 98.08 In Brown County. Wisconshi. For your convenience, we 
have nttnchcd n map for your reference. WCL is advising you oftlio proposed nclion so you may iissist us 
in idenlifying any potcnlinl effects oflho proposed aclion on, among other things. Iho fbllowing: 

1. Wnler quality; 
2. Designated wetlands; 
3. lOO-ycnrold ilood plains; 
4. Rndaiigei-cd oi ihrentened species; 
5. Ciifienllinbitals;' 
6. Wildlife sanctuaries or refuges; 
7. National or slate parks or fbicsts; 
8. Coastal zone inanagemenl; 
9. Soil and natural resouree conservations; 
10. Agiicnllural land; 
11. Regional nnd/or local use plans; rind 
12. Tho need or permits under Sections 402 or 404 oftlio Clean Water Aet. 

BecaiLso of liio naUira of the proposed nclion, wo foresee no ndveiso olfeels. 
Nevcilhcless, wo would appreciate your review and any commenis you may wish to offer. We would 
a|]|)i'ccinto a wiitten rcspojisc as soon as possible so tlial we may includo it in the environmental repoil. 
which wc will filo wilh the STB. We intend on filhig the IZnviromnental Rc|}oit in foiii weeks. 

Thank you for youi'assistance. 

Vciy truly youra, 

Audrey L. Brodrick 
Counsel Ibr Wisconsin Central Ltd. 

ALB:dg 
linclosurc 
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OriginnI Message— 
From: Simon Monroe finnIlto:.simoii.nionroe@nonH.gov] 
Sent- Fridfly. May 2'i, 2013 11 -34 AM 
To: Dcboifih Guzmaii 
Co: Audrey Brodiick; Siirfncc Titinspoilnlion Boaid; Lucy Jlnll; Simon Monroe 
Subject: NGS Response, STB Dockcl AB-303 (SUB NO. 042X) 

Tlifink you for sharing your railitiad abaiuloiiinent eiiviionmcjilnl leport for 

DENMARK, Biowii County. WISCONSFN. 

ApproxiniAtcly 01 geodetic survey marks may be located in the area described. 

If maiks will be disluibcd by the nbandonmcnl. [THC RAILROAD] shall 

consult wilh tho National Geodetic Sui vey (NGS) at least 90 days prior to 

beginning .salvage activities that will disturb, or destroy any geodetic station 

marks nro described on the atlached file. Additional advice is provided at 

htlp://ecodesv.iioaa.gov/iiiaiks/railrooda/ 

-I [. 1 1.-„|.| 

|....|PM0093|.2|88/ADJUSTliD|N442I07 IW0874949 |C...!Gia 89 

J» 
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FLETCHER & SIPPEL LLC 
ATTORNriY.S AT L A W 

29 North Wackcr Dilvc 
Suite 920 
Chlcngo, lllliiuls 60(S0fi-Z612 

AUDKBV L. DROUHICK 
(312)252-1518 
iiI}roilrlGlc@flelcliar4lppel.coin 

Phone: (312) 252-1500 
Fnxi (312)252-2400 

www.flcichcr-slpiiel com 

April 18,2013 

Mr. Gregory Hliies, RC&D CooFdinntor 
Niiliuiuil KcsouieoConscivnlion Seivice 
3071 Voynger Diivo, Suite B 
Green Bay, Wl 54311-8343 

Re: Docket AB 303 (Sub No. 42X)-WiscoiisIii Central Ltd. 
Pro|)osed Abiindoninenl in Brown Couiicy, Wisconsin 

Denr Mr. nines: 

Wisconsin Central Ud C'WCL") Is planning to file n proposed abaiidoniiicnt with the 
SurPace Tninspoitfllion Board C*STB") for approval to abandon npproxiniately .33 miles of milrond line 
slnrtlng at MP 97.75 and ending at Ml' 98.08 in Brbwii County, Wisconsin. For your eonveiiionco, we 
hnvo altaelied a iiinp for your rafcrcncc WCL is ndvisliig you of the pro|}oscd action so you niny iissist us 
hi identifying any potentini effects of tlic proposed flelion on, among otiiei thhigs, the following: 

1. Water quality; 
2. Designated ^vctlands; 
3. 100-yenrold flood pinhis; 
4. Bndnngered or tbrenteiied sjiccics; 
5. Cillicfllhabilnts; 
6. Wildlife bancUiaries or refuges; 
7. National or state parks or forests; 
8. Constnl xone inotingeinenl; 
9. Soil and natiiial lesoui'cc conservallons; 
10. Agrleulliiral Iniid; 
11. Regional and/lor local use plans; and 
12. I'he need or permits under Sections 402 or 404 oftlio Clean Water Act. 

BccaMso of llic iiRliii-o of the (iroposed action, wo foi-esee no adve i^ circcfs. 
Neveilheless, wo would appreciate your review and nny comments you inny wish to onbi. Wc would 
appieoiflto n written rejiponso ns soon ns possible so that wc may Include it in tho envhonmeiitat rcpQil. 
vyhicli wc will nic wilh the STB. Wo intend on filhig the Bnvironmeiital Rcpoi t hi fbiii weeks. 

Thank you fbr your assistance 

Very liiily yours, 

Audreyl'. Bradriek 
Counsel for Wisconsin Ceiilnil Ltd. 

ALB:dg 
Bnelosuic 
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FLETCHER si SIPPEL UC 
ATTORNEYS AT LAW 

29 North Wocker Drive 
Suite 920 
Chfcnco, Illinois 606O6-2B32 

AUDRBY L. RRODHICK 
(312)252.1518 
•b[Oilrlcli9nc(clieMlppel.coin 

Phone: (312) 252-1500 
I'fliH (312) 252-2400 

www.flctcheMl|ipel.com 

April 18,2013 

U.S. Bnvironinental Protection Agency 
OfYiceofWntei 
1200 Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W. 
Wnshington. DC 2QA6Q 

Ke: 

Dear Madam/Sir:' 

Docket AB 303 (Sub No. 42X)-Wisconsin Central Ltd. 
Pro]>osed Abandonnient In Bipwn County, Wisconsin 

Wiseonshi Central Ltd ("WCL") is planning to file a proposed abandonment with Iho 
Surface Traiispoilalion Board C'STB") for approval to abandon appi-oximnlely .33 miles of ralhond line 
starling at MP 97.75 and endhig at MP 98.08 hi Biown County, Wisconsin, For your convenience, we 
hnvo altaelied a map for your i-oferenee. WCL is advising you oftlio proposed action so you may assist us 
in idcntifyiiig any potential effects of Hie proposed nclion on, among other things, the following: 

1. Water quality; 
2. Doslgiinted wetlands; 
3. lOO-ycni old flood plahis; 
4. Bndnngeiiecl or ihnHilcncd species; 
5. Crillcnl habitats; 
6. Wiidlifosnnctiiailcsorrcfligos; 
7. Nntional or stale pniks orfoix»ls; 
8. Coastal zoiio inaiiagemenl; 
9', Soil and natural iicsoureo conseivalions; 
10. Agrieultural land; 
11. KeglonnI nnd/or local use plans; and 
12. Tho need or perniKs uiidei* Sections 402 or 404 of tho Clean Water Act. 

BccRuso of tho nnluro of Ihe proposed action, wo foiesco no advorsu uffccls. 
Neveilheless, wo would n|>[>recia(e your loview niul any commenis you niny wish lo olTor. We would 
appreciate a wiillen icsjionse as soon as possible so tliot we may incliule it in iho enviroiiineiitnl report, 
which wc will file with Ihc STB. We Intend on filing the Bnvlronmcnlal Report in four weeks. 

'Hiank you for your assistance. 

K 
ALB:dg 
Bnctosuro 

V^ry truly yours. 

Aiidrey L. Bradriek 
Counsel for Wisconsin Central Ltd. 
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FLETCHER & SIPPEL LLC 
ATIOHNEVS AT LAW 

29 North Wnckur Drive 
Suite 920 
ChlcQso. Illinois 60606-2832 

AUDRUV L. BRODRICK 
(312)252-1518 
iibroclrIekOfleieliePtlppel.coin 

Phoiiei (312) 252-1500 
Fnx: (312) 252-2400 

www.rietclici'Sliipel com 

April 18.2013 

U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service 
2800 Uko Shore Drive E-nst Suite B 
Ashland, Wf 54806-2427 

lie: 

IDear Madam/Sir: 

Docket AH 303 (Sub No. 42X)"WIseonsIn Central Ltd. 
Proposed Abnndonmeiil in Drawn County. Wisconsin 

Wisconsin (jcnlral Ltd ("WCL") is planning to flie n projiosed abandonment with the 
Surface Tnuis|iortnlIoii Bonixl C'S'i'B") for ap|)rovnl lo abandon a])proxlmalely .33 miles of railroatl line 
slaithig at MP 97.75 and ending al MP 98.08 in Brawn County, Wisconsin. Poi your convenience, we 
have ftllaciied a map foryoui icfeicnee. WCL is advising you of the proposed action so you may assisl us 
In idenlifyhig any poteiilial effects of the proposed action on, among other things, ihe followhig: 

1. Wntcrqualily; 
2. Designated wetlands; 
3. lOb-ycni old flood plains; 
4. Bndaiigoivd or ihreaienetl species; 
5. Ciiticnl habitats; 
6. Wildlife sniictiian'es or lefuges; 
7. National or state parks ur foiesis; 
8. Coastal zone niaiiagemenl; 
9. Soil and natural nosoiirccconscivntions; 
10. Agricultural Iniid; 
11. Ilegionul nnd/or local use plans; and 
12. 'I1ic need or peimils under Sections 402 oi*404 of llie Clean Water Acl. 

Because of the. nature of tho praposctl action, wo foresee nd adverse efTecls. 
Ncveilliclcss. wo ivould appreciate yoiii review and any comments you may wish to offer. Wo would 
appreciate a wiillen i^])onse as soon ns possible so that wc may include It In the environmental report, 
wliich wc will file with llic STB. Wo inleiid on flh'ng tho Environmental Report in four weeks. 

Tliniik you for your assistance. 

VciYli'iilyyoura, 

Audrey]^ Brodrick 
Counsel for Wisconsin Central Ltd. 

ALB:dg 
Biiclosure 
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FLETCHER & SIPPEL LLC 
ATTORNRYS AT I-AW 

29 North Wnckcr Drive Phone: (312) 252-1500 
Suite 920 Fnxi (312) 252-2400 
Chicago, Illinois 60606-2832 www.flctchcr-slppel.com 

AUDREY L. nRonnicic 
(3iZ)25M5io April 18,2013 
abiodiIckQl1etGlier4lppel.com 

Wisconsin Dcpailincnt ofNalmal Resources 
DNR Northeast Region HDQRS 
2984 Shawano Ave. 
Oteeii Bay. Wisconsin 54313-6727 

Re: Docket AB 303 (Sub No. 42X)»Wisconsiii Centml Ltd. 
Proposed Abaiidonmenl in Brawn County, Wisconsin. 

DearMndam/SIr; 

Wisconsin Central Ltd C'WCL") Is |}lannlng to filo a proposed abandonnient with tho 
SurfQCC Thnisporlalion Board ("Sl'B") for approval to abjuidon approximately .33 miles of rallioad line 
staitiiig at MP 97.75 and ending at MP 98.08 in Brown County. Wisconsin, For yotii convenience, wc 
have attached a map for your iicfcrcnce. WCL Is advising you of the proposed action so you may assisl us 
in identifying nny potential orTects oflho proposed action on. among other thiiigs. Ihc following: 

1. Water quality; 
2. Designated wetlands; 
3. 100-ycai old flood plains; 
4. nndangcred or threatened s|>cci'cs; 
5. Critical habitats, 
6. Wildlife simeluarles or refuges; 
7. Na'lioiinl or slate paiks or forests; 
8. Coastal 70iic managemenl; 
9. Soil and iinlumi rosourco coiiseiYalions; 
10. Agricultural InntI; 
11. Regional apd/or local use plans; and 
12. Tho need or pcnnits under Sections 402 or 404 of the Clean Water Act. 

Because of tlio nature of tho proposed action, wo foresee no advei^e criccts. 
Noveltlicless, wo would n|ipi-ccialo your review and nny eomnienls you may wish to offer. Wc would 
appreciate a wriltcii response as soon as paisible so that we may Include it in the enviionniental report, 
which \vo will file wilh Ihc STB. Wo intend on filing the Bnvironmenlal Report in four weckd. 

'Hiank you for your assislanco. 

Veiytiuly yours. 

Audrey L. Brodrick 
Counsel foi Wisconsin Central Ltd. 

ALB:dg 
Bnclosuic r jsssssBBaa. 
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state of Wisconsin 
DEPARTMENT Or NATURAL RESOURCES 
Norlhoasl Roglon Hoadqiiartors 
2984 Shawano Avo. 
GrocnBay,WIS4313-6727 

Scott Walhor. Govornor 
Cathy Slopp, Sccrotniy 

Jean Rombnch-Bartols, Reulonal DIraclor 
Toloplione920 6G2-511<l 

FAX 020 862*5413 

May 13.2013 File: Brown. 13414 

Audrey L B i o d i i c k 
j'leteiiei & Sippel L L C 
29 Norlh Wacker Di ive, Suite 920 
Chlcngo. I L 60606-2832 

SUBJECT: Wisconsin Central Ltd. I'ropascd Abnndonmont 
Mile|)ost 97.75 to 98.08 
Docket A B 303 (Sub No. 42X} 
Brown County 

Dear Mr. Bai ion.' 

Thank you for the information regaining the proposed abandonment o f the Wisconsin Centml Ltd. rail lino from 
Mile|)ost 97.75 lo Milepost 98 08 in tho Village o f Denmark in Brown County. DepnilmenI slnff linvc reviewed 
the proposal and offer comments on the potentini Impacts o f (he action on the fol lowing areas o f concern: 

1. WAT l iR QUALITY 

Pinper erosion control nicnsui'es uii isl bo usefl and niainlnined during and afler any track, tic, hi idgc oi cnlvci 1 
removal. An erosion control plan should be developed and made pnil o f the project plans and specincntloiis. A l l 
areas o f disturbed soil should be I'c&toied lo oi iginal giado and iv-secdcd ns soon as possible Native species 
should be used where approiirinlc. 

2. DKSlONATliD WETLANDS 

Tlie removal o f iraek and ties sliouhl not nfTecl any designated wetlands as they em rently exist. J lowcvei, 
01 iginal consli ticlion o f the roadbed I'esiiilcd in the f i l l ing o f wetlands nlong the corridor. Oi iginal drainage 
patterns were niso altered, iiosulling in clinngcs tn iho local hydrology. I f future use o f the light-of-way is nol for 
lianspoi tat Ion or trail purjioses, all f i l ls should be removed and Ihe oi iginal conloiiis and vegclalion re
established. Any work in wetlands may require local, stale and/or Coip.s o f Engineers iKnnlis. 

3. lOOYliARFLOODPLAINS 

The nbnndonnicnl itself should have no Impact on the 100-year floodplniii I f no additional f i l l Is placed in (he 
floodplahi as n iwu l t o f t l io abandonment I f the l igl i l-of-way is to bo used for transpoi lotion or trail purposes, the 
existing bridges and culvei Is may remain in place i f maintained. I lowcvcr, i f (his is nol the case, nil sti iictnres 
must be removed completely and the cmbankmenis ungraded and peininnenlly stabilized. 
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4. ENDANGEREDORTIIREATENEDSPBCIRS/CRITICALIIABITATS 

If the disturbanco caused by Iho track and lie rcmovnl is limited tu the ballast aiea only, there should be no 
adverse impacts to Ihe cndangeied species found along the route. Howovci. railroad i ighl-of-wnys (KOW) are 
oflen found to have rare plants and remnants of prairies occnm'ng along Ihe undisturbed coi ridor. I'rior to KOW 
convcisfoii to trails oi other inies, surveys should be conducted lo deteimine if native grassland savanna, piairie or 
wet meadow remnants occur along the coi ridoi ff llicse habitat types are pi-esenl then rare and endangered 
species may occur. Additional surveys of ihcse habitat types should bo condnclcd to dclcnnhic whether rare or 
endnngeied species occur. If llicsc species are present, then Ihe remnants should be mapped and the larc species 
noted. Prioi lo implementing any actions nssoclatetl with rail nhandonmenl that may disiupt the ROW or nny 
oiher dcvclopinenl uf the area, including staging of equipment, lies and mils, n plan should be developed to avoid 
or ininiini^ impacts lo Ihc remnant habitats and the associnted species. If rare species eaiinol bo avoided in llio 
project's impact area, then an incldenlal lake consiillalion may be conducted lo deteimine if lake oflho species is 
nllowable. 

Any praiiic habitat disturbed as a icsult of the project activities should be rcsecdcd wilh DNR ceilificd native 
prairie seed. Every efToil should be made lo eiisuie that invasive exotic species are not Inlradiiced to llic si ta 

5. WILDLIFE SANCTUARIES OR REFUGES 

Tlic rail corridor luns close fo m unnamed Tributniy lo Ncshola Cicek, As nienlioncd above, often rail corridors 
provide valuable Iiabilat for native plani and annual sjiecies. Distmbance due to track and lie removal sliould be 
kepi (0 Ihc miniiniini required to do the n'Oik. 

6. NATIONAL OR STATE PARKS OR FORESTS 

Tlicic ate no NalionnI oi Slate Parks oi* Forests along the project i-oute. DNK pnreliascd llio abandoned rail line to 
the soudi of this project. 

7. COASTAL ZONB MANAGEMENT 

Conceins regai'ding consistency wilh Coastal Zone Mnnagenieiit ivould be more np|iro]}rintcly addressed by 
Michael Friis (608-267-7982) nt the Wisconsin I^epailmenl uf Admhiislmlion, 101 East Wilson Street, Madison, 
Wl 53707. 

8. SOIL AND NATURAL RESOURCE CONSERVATION 

If the only work done is removal of the ties track mid jio^sibly culvei (s and bridges, the project should have 
nunimal impnel on natural ixisoiirees nlong the route. As mentioned previously, proper erosion control measures 
must be used and niainlnined dui ing and afler ihe snivagc operation and Ihe route should bo reviewed fbi any rare 
or unusual prahio habitnl. 

9. AGRICULTURAL IJ^ND 

No comment. 
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10. REGIONAL AND/OR LOCAL LAND USE PLANS 

Tlicre is an interest \yilli this section of railroad for coiivei:sIon to a trail by the State of Wisconsin through tlio 
DNR's Rails to Trails Progumi. Oaiy Ifanson, DNR Trail Coordhiatoi*, can be reached at (920) 662-SI23 for 
additional infoimation. 

11 SECTfON 402 OR 404 PERMITS 

Vou should coiilact Ihe V.S. Aimy Coi|)s of Englnccra offiee in Green Bay, Wl (920-448-2824) for fuitlier 
infoimalion rcgniding the need for these peiinits. 

12. WASTE AND DEMOLITION DISPOSAL 

All demolition and waste mnterial that eannol be recycled must be disposed of in an appropriate manner. 
Disposal in wetlands or surface wntcra is nol peroillled. A plan should be dcvelojicd describing Hie method and 
location of all waste and demolition matei lal disposal. 

If you have any qiicstloiis. plcaisc feel free to conlnel me nt 920-662-SI19. 

Sincerely, 

V > ? . - C : i ^ ' r tvaA 

James P, Doperalski Jr. 
Enviromiicntal Analysis and Review Spechilisl) 

0* Gnry Hanson - Green Bay 
Tim Mclla - Gieen Bay 
File: 13414 
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FLETCHER & SIPPEL LLC 
ATTORNBYS AT LAW 

29 North Wnckcr Drive 
Suite 920 
CMcQco, Illinois 60606-2032 

AUDRBV h. IIRODRICK 
(3IZ) 252-1518 
Rbrodilck9fle(cherjl|i|iel com 

Plioiiei (312) 252-1500 
I'nxi{3l2]252-2400 

ivww.fletcher-slppel com 

Apiil l8,2013 

Wisconsin Depailineiit o f Administration 
Wisconsin Coastal Management Program 
P.O. Box 8944 
101 East Wilson Street 
Madison, Wl S3708-8944 

Ro: Docket AU 303 (Sub No. 42X)-Wisconshi Ccnlial Ltd. 
Pro|)Osed Abaiidonment In Brown County, Wisconsin 

Dear Madam/Sir: 

Wisconsin Central Ltd ("WCL") is planning to file a proposed abntidonment with the 
Surface Thinsportntion Board ("STD") for approval to abandon apjiroximately .33 miles of railroad lino 
slailiiig at MP 97.75 and ending at MP 98.08 in Brmvn County. Wisconshi. For your convenience, we 
have nllaehed u map for your reference. WCL is advising you of llic proposed nclion so you may assist us 
In identifying any potential cfTecls oflho jiroi^scd nclion on. among other things, Ihe following* 

1. Water quality; 
2. Designated wollands; 
3. 100-yenrold flood plains; 
4. Endangered ur Ihrcutcned species; 
5. Crillcal habitats; 
6. Wildlife sanctuaries or lefuges; 
7. National or slate imiks or foivsls; 
8 Coastal yoiio inanagemenl; 
9. Soi 1 and natural resource eoiisei vnllons; 
10. Agricultural land; 
11. Rcgionnl imdfoi local use plans; and 
12. Tho need or pcrmlls under Sections 402 or 404 oftlio Clean Water Act. 

Because o f tho nature of llio proposed action, wc foresee no odverse effects. 
Noveltlicless, wc would ap|>recinle your review and any comments you may wish lo offer. Wo would 
apjireclalc a wi Itlcii response as soon ns possible so llint \ve may Include it In the environmental ropoi 1, 
Which we will Hie wilh the STB. Wo Iiilend on filing the Enviranmoutnl Repoil in four weeks. 

Thank you for your usslslaiice. 

Veiytiuly yours. 

Auditey If. Brodrick 
Counsel foi- Wisconsin Central Ltd. 

ALD:dg 
Enclosuro 

Va;imi- ihajrf i imAiH.i«jHC 
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FLETCHER & SIPPEL LLC 
ATTORNEYS AT LAW 

29 Norrli Wacker Drive 
Suite 920 
ChlcflRo, Illinois 60606-2832 

AuDREy L. BRODRICK 
(3IZ}2S2-ISI8 
RliroiIrlckOflcicKc Mlppc l.coin 

Hhonci (312) 252-1500 
Fiiici(312)ZS2-Z'(00 

www. flctchc r-s I p pel ,co m 

May 14.2013 

Via E-Mail and a s . Mail 
Knth leen.an eelfijwis. cov 

Coastal Zone Management 
Wisconsin Departmeiit ofAcIniinistration 
101 liast Wilson Street 
Madison, WI 53707 
Attention: Kathleen Angel 

Re: Docket AB 303 (Sub Nu. 42X)--Wiscoiisia Central Ltd. 
Froijosed Abandonment in Brown County, Wisconsin 

Dear Ms. Angel: 

Wisconsin Central Ltd C'WCL") is planning to (lie a pi'oposc<l abandonment with 
the Surface Tianspuilation BOHKI ("STB") for approval to abandon approximately .33 miles of 
railroad Ihic starling at MP 97.75 and ending nt MP 98.08 in Brown County, Wisconsin. For 
youi convenience, we have ntlached a map for your rcfercnce. WCL is advising you of the 
proposed action .so you may assist us in identifying any potential elTeels of Ihe proposed aclion 
on, among othei things, the following: 

1. Water quality; 
2. Dcsigiintcd wellands; 
3. IGO-ycaroId floodplains; 
4. Endangeied oi tlireaieiied species; 
5. Ciilical habitats; 
6. Wildlife sanctuaries or refuges; 
7. Nfllional or state paiks or forests; 
8. Coastal zone inanageincnl; 
9. Soil ami natural rcsource consci valions; 
10. Agrieullural land; 
11. Regional and/or local use plans; and 
12. The need or pcimils undei' Sections 402 or 404 of the Clean Water Act. 
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FLETCHER SX SIPPEL LLC 

Ms. Kathleen Angel 
May 14,2013 
Page 2 

Because of Ihc nature of the proposed action, wo fbi^jsce no adverse cfTccis. 
^fevcllhcless. wc would nppixicialc your review and any coinnients you Jiiny wish to offer Wc 
would apiiieeiale a wiitlen ivspoiise as soon as possible so that we may include it in the 
cnvironincnini report, wlileh wc will file wilh the STB. We intend on filing the Hnvlronincntal 
Report In four weeks. 

Thank you for yoiii nssislancc. 

Very liuly yoiira, 

.A/^/i/'-'^-^^" 
Audrey L. Brodrick. 
Counsel for Wisconsin Central Ltd. 

ALD:dg 
Enclosure 
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FLETCHER &. SIPPEL UC 
An'ORNiiYS AT LAW 

29 Norrh Wnckcr Drive 
Suite 920 
Chlcngo, Illinois 60606-2832 

AuoRDV L. DaouiucK 
(312) 2̂ 2.1518 
nlirodrlelcQfleieheMlppel com 

iMioiici (312) 252-1500 
I-nxi(3I2)Z52'2'IOO 

www.riclchcr'slpijcl com 

April 18,2013 

NnlionnI J'ark Scrvico 
De|»n1meat of Interior 
1849 C Street, N.W. 
Wnshington, DC 20240 

Ro: 

Dear Madam/Sir: 

Docket AB 303 (Sub No. 'l2X}--WIscoiisln Centml Ltd. 
Proposed Abandonineiit In Drown County, Wisconsin 

Wisconsin CeiilrnI Lid ("WCL") is plfliining lo file a proposed nbaiidoiinieiil wilh the 
Surface Trniisjiorlatlon Boaid ("STB'*) forapjiravnl lo abnndon approximately .33 miles of railrond lino 
stnillng at Ml* 97.7S and ending nt MP 98.08 in Brown County, Wisconsin. Fbr your ennvcnleiico, we 
have Attached n map for youi icfercnce. WCL is advising you of the proposed action so you niny assist us 
In Identifying nny potentini effects of Ihe proposed nclion on, among other things, the following: 

1. Water quality; 
2. Designated ^vellands; 
3. lOO-ycai old flood plnnis, 
4. endangered or thicRlened species; 
5. Ciiticnl liabilnts, 
6. Wildlife sniielunries or rcfiigps; 
7. National oi' stale pniks or forests; 
8. Coastnl zone mniingeineiil; 
9. - Soil and natural lesourcoconsci'valions; 
10. AgileiiUurallniid; 
11. Rogioiinl aiid/oi- local use plans; and 
12. Tho need or iKimits under Sections 402 or 404 of the Clean Wnter Act. 

Because of tho naluro of llio proposed Rclioii, we foresee no advenra oflects. 
Neveilheless, wc would a|)pFceIalc your review and any colnmcnts you may wish to offer. Wc would 
nppieciale a wrillcn response ns soon as possible so that VK may include it ui llic enviionniental repoil, 
which wc will nie with the 8TI1. We intend on filing the Onviraninenlal Rcpoit in four weeks. 

Tlinnk you foi yoiirnsslstnnce. 

Vciy tiiily yours, 

/ l l ' r /U i ' ( , -W( . i i i V.

Audrey L. Brodrick 

Counsel for Wiseonshi Centml Ltd. 
ALB:dg 
Bnclosure 
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FLETCHER & SIPPEL LLC 
ATTORNEYS AT L A W 

29 Noiih Wackcr Drive lltonct (312) 252-1500 
Suite 920 Fnx: (312) 252-2400 
ChicnQo, Illinois 60606-2832 wwiv.nctcher-slppel.coin 

AUDRBY L . DUODRICK 
(Jiz) 2S2-iSia April 18,2013 
•biodrlckOf le[clie M IppcLcoin 

Mr. Kenneth A. Wesllako 
Chief, NGPA liii|ileinentntion Section 
US BPA Region S 
77 West Jnckson Blvd. 
Chicago, IL 60604 

Ro: Docket AB 303 (Sub No. 42X)-Wi5C0iisin Centml Ltd. 
Proposed Abnudonmcnt hi Brown County, Wisconsin 

Dcor Mr. Wcstlako: 

Wisconsin Cenlifll Ltd ("WCL") is planning lo tile a proposed abandonineiU with the 
Suiface Transini(alien Bonnd ("STB") foi approval lo abandon approxlinatcly .33 miles of lailroad Ihic 
sluitlug at MP 97.75 and endhig nt MP 98.08 hi Brown County, Wisconshi. Foi your convenience, wo 
have altaelied a map for j'our refcieiice. WCL is advising you of tlie projiosed aclion so you may usslsl us 
In identifying nny potential effects of the proposed action on, among other things, the following: 

1. Waterqunlily; 
2. Designated wetlniids; 
3. 100-year old flood plnias; 
4. Rndaiigered or tiirentciicd species; 
5. Critical hnbitnts; 
6. Wildlifb snneluni Ics or refuges; 
7. National oriilato pnrks or forests; 
8. Coastal 7.ono niaiingement; 
9. Soil m(\ natural iicsouice coiis6rvatioiis; 
10. Agiiculturalland; 
11. Regional and/or locnl use plans; and 
12. 'llic need or permits midei Sections 402 oi 404 of the Clean Watci Act. 

Because of llio nnliira of llic proposed action; vta foiescc no adverse crTccls. 
Ncveilliclcss, wo would appreciate your review and nny comments you inny wish to offer, Wc would 
appreciate a written resjionse ns soon ns |)ossiblo so Hint wo may include it in Iho environnieiilnl repDit, 
which we will lilc with the STB. We Intend uii (illiig tho Hiivironmealnl Repprt in four weeks. 

Tliauk you foryoui asslstoncc. 

Very truly yours. Vcjy truly yours, 

\ 
Audrey L. Brodrick 
Counsel fbr Wisconsin Central Ltd. 

ALB:dg 
Enclosure 
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FLETCHER & SIPPEL LLC 
A T T O R N E Y S A T L A W 

29 North Wacker Drive 
Suite 920 
Chlcneo, Illinois 60606-2832 

AuoRBV L. BRODRICK 
(312) ZSM5I8 
abroililckOflelclier-ilpiiel cam 

I'hone: (312) 252-1500 
Fax; (312) 252-2100 

www.netcher-sliipel.com 

April 18.2013 

U.S. Aiaiy Corp of Engineers 
St. Paul District(CBMVP-PA) 
190 FiRhSticct East 
St.Pniil,MN 55101-1638 

Re: 

DenrModnin/SIr: 

Docket AD 303 (Sub No. 42X)~Wisc9iisiii Central Ltd. 
Propoiied Abandonment in Biowii County, Wisconshi. 

Wisconsin Central Ltd ("WCL") is plsiiiilng lo file ii proposed nbRndonnient with the 
Suiface 'lYnnsportation Board ("STO'*) for approval to abandon approxhnnlely .33 miles of railiiond line 
slniihig nt MP 97.75 and endhig at MP 98.08 in Brown County, VVIscousin. For your convenience, we 
iiavc fittnched a map for your reference. WCL is advising you of the proposed action so you may assist us 
In Identifying any potential effects of the proposed nclion on, niiiong other tilings, the following* 

1. Water quality; 
2. Designated wetlands; 
3. 100-yeni old flood plains; 
4. Endangered or llircatciicd species; 
5. Ciilical habitats; 
6. Wildlife ssnctuniies oi lofugcs; 
7. Nntional or state pniks or forests; 
8. Coastnl yono nimiageincnt; 
9. Soil and nalttrnl resource conscivatioiis; 
10. Agricultural land; 
11. Regional nnd/or local use plans; and 
12. 'Hic need or permits under Sections 402 or 404 of llie CIcnn Wnler Acl. 

Because of the nature of the proposed nctloiii wo foresee no adverse efrecls. 
Neveilheless, wc would npiiieciale youi review and any eoiiiincnts you niiiy wish lo offer. We woukI 
appreciate a written responso ns soon as possible so that wc may include it in the cnvironmontnl rcpoit, 
which wo will filo willi llio STB. We intend on filing the Eiiviraiuncnial Rcpoi I in four weeks. 

Tliankyon for your nssistnnco. 

Vciylnilyyouis, 

/:i4ujj1, IW»MK--
Audrey L Brodrick 
Counsel for Wisconsin Central Ltd. 

ALB:dg 
Enclosure 
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DEPARTIVIENT OF THE ARRAY 
8T. PAUL niSTniCT, CORPS OP GNGINCt-RS 

180 FIPTII STREET EAST. SUITE 700 
8T. PAUL MINNESOTA 66101-1678 

June 18,2013 
Opcrafloiis 
Kcgulalory (2013-01528-JJlS} 

Ms. Audrey Brodrick 
I'ielclier & Sippel, LLC 
29 North Wnckcr Drive, Suite 920 
Chlcngo, Illinois 60606 

Doiir Ms. Sippel: 

Wo hnvo i-cceivc<l your request for comment on the Wisconsin-Central Ltd pioposcd line •• 
nbnndoiinieiU in Biowii County, Wisconsin. Wc do not have ndc(|ualc infoinialion lo complete n-" * 
review of llic proposed pLoJect. Di lieu of n spcciflc response; jilense coiisi<lei.' the following • -
gcjicinl informnlion concerning our regulatory jsragrnni (hat may apply to Ihc proposed luojcct. • -. -̂  • -

if the proposal involves activity hi navigable waters of the United Slates, it may be 
subject to llic Corps of l^iigiiioei-s'jurisdiction undei: Scclioji 10 of llie Kivei's and Karbors Act of :• • • 
1899 (Section 10). Section 10 prohibits the conslniclioii/excfivalion, or deposition of materials 
in, over, or under navigable wntois ofthe United Slates, or any woik that Nvouki nfTccl llie '• ' - ' " 
course, location, coiulitioji, or capacity of lliose waters, unless the work has bccji nulliorized by n ' '* 
Dcpnnnicnt ofthe Army permit. • ••: *--\i •>•'•. 

Ifllieproposal involves dischai-guufclredged 01'fill nm(eiialuilo\viiteL-s-ofllielJmled<>'<v i-'f-
States, it may bo subject to flic Corps of Bnghiccra' Jurisdiction under Section 404 ofthe Clean-' * :• - ' 
Water Act (CWA Section 404). Wntoi:s of the United SlAtte incliule iia'vigablo\vnler5j Ihclr -.•i<: '-= :•.: 
tributaiies, and adjacent wetlands (33 CFR § 328.3). CWA Seclion 301(n) pix>hlbi(s dischargtss : '>< ' 
of dredged or UII inalciial into watciis of Ihc United Stales, unless (he wOik Juis-bccn aulhorizcd-f il* . -.*' 
by n Dejxiilnicnt ofthe Army pcimil iindci- Seclion 404. Infoiinptioii nboiit'fho COJ^JS iKiinilting. \ 
nroccss can be obtained onlino nt htlp:/Avww.mvp.usaco.-aimv.inil/regulnlorv. • . •• 

The Corps' evnlualidn of n Scclipn 10 and/or a Scciion 404 pei-mil applicatioji involves:-') ^ • * 
jnulliple analyses, including (1) evaluating the proposal's imppcis in aecordnncc with the '- '-• '̂ - -
National Biiviroiunciital Policy Acl (NBPA) (33 CFR pari 325), (2)dctcrniiiiing whether the 
propo.sal is contrary to the public hilenest (33 CFR § 320.4), and(3) in the case of a Scclioii.404 - • 
pennit, deteimining whether tho proposal coniplies'wlth the Seclion 404(b)(1) Qutdclincs • >* ••..-: > • • 
(Guidelines) (40 CFRpnit 230). 

PfJlMMt^a BtVMnpBI 
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if the proposal roqulixis a Section 404 porinlt application, Iho Guidelines specifically 
icqiiirc that "no dischai-gc ofdrcdgcd or fill inalerial shall be pcimitted iftheiio is a praclicnble 
nitciimlivc to the pioposcd discharge which would have less advorso impact on tho aqiialic 
ecosystem, so long as Ihc alternative does not have oilier slgnincaiit ndveisc environmental 
consequences" (40 CFK § 230.10(n)). Timo and money spent on the proposal piior lo applying 
for a Section 404 permit cannot be factored into tho Coi'iis' decision whether thcic is a less 
dnniaging piaclicabic alternallvc to tho proposal. 

For furlher infoinialion plense conlnct Joey Shoemaker at (920) 448-2824, llie Coips* 
project manager for Ihc County in which Ihis proposal is iuciitecl. • • -

Sincerely 

lamaraE. Cameron 
Chief, Regulatory Branch 

45 



DEPARTWIENT OF THE ARMY 
ST. PAUL DISTRICT, CORPS OF ENGINEERS 

180 FIFTH STREET EAST, SUITE 700 
ST. PAUL MN 65101-1678 

August 15.2013 
REPLY TO 
ATTENTION OF 

Fiogiam.sand Project Manngenient division 
Project Mnnugcment Branch (PM-13) 

SUBJECT: Docket* AB-303 (Sub-No. 42X) 
Wisconsin Central Ltd -Abandonment iixcmption- Biown County, Wisconsin 

Ms. Aiidrcy L. Brodrick 
Fletcher and Sippel, LfX 
29 North Wacker Drive 
Chicago, Illinois 60606-2832 

Dear Ms. Brodrick: 

Wc arc replying lo your August 9,2013, letter requesting comments for the Wisconsin 
Central Ltd. Petition forlixemplion for abandonment oFa portion of the railroad line extending 
from milepost 97.75 and ending at milepost 98.08 in Brown County, Wisconsin. 

/ The potential abandonment, a.s outlined in the Diaft Environmental and Historic Report, 
will nol afTcct any existing Corps of Engineers projects or real estate wiihin the Saint Paul 
District Civil Works boundaries. We do not anticipate futuic impacts to any Coips of Hngineei-s 
projects or real eslnlc wiihin Ihc District's Civil Works boundaries. 

The proposed project is located within the Saint Paul District's Regululory jurisdiction 
Any dredge oi fill material deposited in waters ofthe United Slates (including wetlands, slrcams, 
etc.) requires a CWA 404 permit You should coordinate with Mr. JelTOlson ofthe Saint Paul 
Regulatory OfUce concerning permitung questions. Mr. Olson can be reached by telephone at 
(651) 290-5311 01 by mail at: A'rrN:CliMVr-OP-lVJcrf Olson, Saint Paul Regulatory Office, 
Saint Paul District, Amiy Coi-ps of Engmeei-s, 180 East Fifth Street, Suite 700, Saint Paul, 
Minnesota 55101-1678. 

Please note that this lettei does not eliminate the need for State, local, or other 
authorizaiioiis, such as tliosc ofthe Wisconsin Department oCNatural Resources. 

Sincerely, 

3ph I-I. Mose 
Chief, Project Management Branch (PM-B) 
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FLETCHER & SiipPEL LI,C 
ATTORNEYS A T L A W 

29 NOKII Wncker Hrlvc 
Siilir 9Z0 
Cliicicu, Illinois 60606-2832 

AuDKHY L. BaoDaiCK 
{3IZ)252.ISI8 
•broil r ickOn eieh er-iIp|*el,co n\ 

Phu^itii (312) 252-1500 
Fox: (312) 252-2400 

wiviv.netchcr'Xlpiirl.cAm 

May 13,2013 

Mr. Sheiiiinii Bnnker 
Wisconsin Ilislorical Society 
Division of Historic Pi-eservHtioii mid Public Illstoiy 
816 State.Sired 
Madison, WI 53706 

Re: Docket A13 303 (Sub No. 42X)"Wisconsin Central r.ld. 
Pioposcd AbnndoiMnciil in Brown County, Wisconsin 

Dcnr Mi'. Unnkcr: 

Wisconsin CciitiTil Lid. As siicccssoi'- in intcivst lo Fox Vnlley & Western Ltd. ("WCL"), 
i& piniining to filo n proposed Abandonment with tlic Sni face Tmnsiwilnlion Uonixl ("STD" for approval lo 
nbjiiidon iipproxiiiinlcly 0.3 miles of railrond lino starling at MP 97.75 and ending nt MP 98.08 in Brown 
County, Deiimni-I(, Wisconsin. Oncioscd is n map showing llio limits ofthe nbundonincnt. 

Inm forwarding Ihe 106 Ibmi reqtiii«d by the Wisconsin I llslorlcal Society. Thenoare no 
bridges ur milroad sliucLnie.s located along this seginenl. 

Wc would appieclulc n wriiien lesiwnso as soon a.s passible &» lliat wo inuy incliidu it in 
the T:nvli-i)nniciititl lYspoiI, which wu pWn to Hie wilh llie STB In llic coming weeks. 

Tlinnk you foi youi nssislnnce Please call mo should you have qiiastions. 

Very Iriily yours, 

Audrey L Brodrick 
Counsel foi Wisconsin Centiiil Ltd. 

A m : d g 
Enclosures 
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in'-05-0'/(l/IS/D3} PorSHPUUiaOnly. CuaM 

lUIQUIi^T iron SHl'O COMMENT AND CONSULTA'I ION ON A FISDIfllAI. UNDERTAKING 

SiibriiU one ui>y ivllli each miilerlnltliig for wlileli oiti- rDiiiinciil Is rcijucilcil. Tleaso piInl or lypr. Rclurn lo: 

WiKonslii Ilis'AncnlSocJely, Division oriliilorio'l'tcscrvnlioii, OfliccorPrcsenmllan Planning. 816 StnteStreet, Moillson, WI 33706 

Pli..H» riii.»l( A11 navM !inH ritfliiila An of nie ffnllowlnif Tn fa rill n Hon, ni AnilllcntilC! R H O P T \ / ^ r > 

I. GKNISIUVL l^'^ORMAT[ON 

D•••.,>...„„„,„. „ „ , , „ „ AUG 02 2013 
Q Tills Issupplemciilnlhilbimallon rclAllDR loCiiic fl. 13 (M33/Bn „„,) |i,|e. FIT'S/ H J Q T * 1 3 T > D O 
D 'ihli project Is belnii iinilei Inltrii piiiiunnl lo (lie lei nis iind eonillllons of n piogramiiialle or oilier liikmgriKy^Bree/tnirfO i . J. A JbiS 
The llilc of Hie n|ir«ineiil It _ _ ^ . 

n PbdernI Agency iiiriidicllon (Afiency. providing funds, ssslslnnce. licensor pirmii): ">"Tt-r.M».iw^MsoiN..w.«>.iw.Dc«»ii 

b. IV.br.1 Apney rn i . to l lV«nn: Q"'-'*' " ^ ^ ^ ChMSBCfanof M.-n:nMBttB. RicM ClT|irt phOHB. " " " " ^ ^ S 

a PntfeciConineirerson-Audr^rBrodrWc Ph«no. 312-252.1S1B 

cl. iiriuni Arfdrtsa: Flolhcher a SIppol LLC. 20 N Wnckor Drive, Sullo 820. Chicago. IL yjo Coit. 60606-2832 

e. ii.»«nAdrff«r nbrodrIck@notchor-8lppel.QQni • 

f. Pmfaet Mame: Wlaconsln ContrBl Ltd proposed Abondonment In Bw/n County. Danmark. Wisconsin AB-303 (Sub-No. 42X) 

PMUI^I sttwt ArijMMi N/A-Rall Lino AtMndonmont-Brown County, Ponmaffc. Wisconsin from MP 07.75 nnd ending al MP 80.08 

h. Coiiniv: Bro^V" cicyUonmo* ^ Zip Code ^^208 
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A. . . . . . i ^ . i , „ . . . .^ . . ^ O ^ " - ^ J y ' - ^ ( [ . y ^ l i ^ »nM= 07/30/2013 

TVpo or print name: Audroy L BrodrlcK 

IV.S1*ATI! HISTORIC PRIiSlfUVATION OFVICC COiMMI!NTS 

C^ Agiec ivilh tin llnriing in seclion l i t above. 
D Olyecl to Ihe finding for reasons indlcoted in nttnchcd Idler 
Q Cuinol review until liilbrmalion is sent os OM 

Authorized Signature. 

itii Inlbrmalion is sent os OtHovq: . 
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DockciNo A13-303 (Sub-No 42X) 

WISCONSIN CENTRAK LTD PETITION FOR EXEMPTION I-OR 
ABANDONMENT IN BROWN 
COUNTY, WISCONSIN 

To: CynlhiiiT. l3io\vn 
Chief, Scciion of Adniinisiraiion 
Office of Proceedings 
Surface TrHnsportaiion Board 
395 E. Street, S.W. 
Washinglon, D.C. 20024 

CERTinCATE OI- COMPLIANCE WITH 49 C I- R. PART 1105 

1 lieicby certify ilial on August 9,2013 copies of the Environmental Report and Hisloric 
Repoil for Lhc above-captioncd proceeding were served on Ihts agencies listed al 49 C.F.R. § 
1105.7(b), all agencies consulted in preparing the reports, and on Ihe Wisconsin Mistorical 
Society A service list and copy ofthe leiter sent to all such agencies is aiuichcd and incurporated 
into Ihis certificate as AUachmenl A. The reports have been sent within the time period specified, 
as Wisconsin Central Ltd is filing its Petition for Exemption morc than 20 days after it served its 
Environmental Repoil and Historic Report All appropriate agencies as listed in 49 C.F.R. § 
1105.7(c) have been consulted well in advance of preparing ihe Environmental Report 

1 also certify that a newspaper notice was published on May 18,2013 in The Green Bay 
Press Gazette, a newspaper of general circulation in Brown County, Wisconsin The notices 
alerted the public to the proposed abandonment, to possible reuse alteniaiives, and to procedures 
for participating in the STB proceeding A copy ofthe text of the notice is attached to this 
certificate as Aliachment B. 

Dat^d ih i s5 l̂oy of September, 2013 

Audrey L. ^odrick 
Counsel for Wisconsin Central Ltd 

Dated ih 
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ATTACIIiVIENTA 

Brown County, Docket No. AB 303 (Sub-
No. 42X) 

Mr Patrick Moynihan. Jr 
County Board Chairperson-Brown County, 
Wisconsin 
PO Box 23600 
Green Bay, Wl 54301-3600 

Mr Patrick Moynihan, Jr 
County Board Chairperson—Brown 
County, Wisconsin 
305 East Walnut Street 
Green Bay, Wl 54305 

Wisconsin Departmenl of Tiansportation 
Hill Farms Slate Transportation Building 
4802 Sheboygan Avenue 
PO Box 7910 
Madison, Wisconsin 53707-7910 

Via E-mail and U.S. Mail lo. 
Simon Monroe@noaa.gov 
NGS.lnfoccnter@noaa gov 

National Geodetic Survey 
Geodetic Survey Division 
1315 East-West Highway 
Silver Springs, Maryland 20910-3282 
Attention: Simon Monroe 

Mr Gregory Mines, RC&D Coordinator 
National Resouicc Conseivation Service 
3071 Voyager Drive, Suite E 
Green Ray, Wl 54311-8343 

USDA, NRCS, Office ofthe Chief 
1400 Independence Ave , SW, Room 

5105-A 
Washington. DC 20250 

U S. Environmental Protection Agency 
Office of Water 
1200 Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W. 
Washinglon, DC 20460 

Mr. David M. Kennedy, Director 
Office of Ocean and Coastal Resource 
Management 
NO A A Ocean Seivicc 
1305 East-West Highway 
Silver Springs, Maryland 20910 

U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service 
2800 Lake Shore Drive East Suite B 
Ashland, Wl 54806-2427 

Wisconsin De|xirtment of Natural 
Resources 
DNR Northeast Region HDQRS 
2984 Shawano Ave. 
Green Bay, Wisconsin 54313-6727 

Wisconsin Department of Natural 
Resources 
P 0.130x7921 
Madison, Wl 53707 

National Park Service 
Departmenl of Intci ior 
1849CSlreei,NW. 
Washinglon, DC 20240 

Mr. Kenneth A. Wcstlake 
Chief, NEPA Implementation Seclion 
US EPA Region 5 
77 West Jackson Blvd. 
Chicago, IL 60604 

U.S. Army Corp of Engineers 
St. Paul District (CEMVP-PA) 
190 Fifth Slrcct East 
Si Paul,MN 55101-1638 

Wisconsin Department of Administration 
Wisconsin Coastal Management Progiam 
P.O Box 8944 
101 East Wilson Street 
Madison, Wl 53708-8944 

so 
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ATTACIIiVIENTA 

Via li-mail (KatJiIcen. angel ©wis gov) 
and U S. Mail 
Coastal Zone Management 
Wisconsin Department of Adminislraiinn 
101 East Wilson Street 
Madison, Wl 53707 
Attcniion- Kathleen Angel 

Mr. Shcniian Banker 
Wisconsin Histortcal Society 
Division of Hisloric Preservation and 
Public History 
816 State Street 
Madison, WI 53706 

Wisconsin Dcpailmenl of IGA Relations 
P.O. Box 7868 
101 East Wilson SlKiet, 6ih Floor 
Madison, Wl 53707-7868 i 

I 
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FLETCHER & SIPPEL LLC 
ATTORNEYS AT LAW 

29 Noiih Wacker I3rive Phone: (312) 252-1500 
Suite 920 Fax: (312) 252-2400 
Chiciifio, Illinois 60606-2832 www.flctcher'aippul.com 

AuDRBY L. BRODRICK 
(312) 252-1518 
iibroilrlckflrtetclier-iippci.cufii AllgllSl 9 , 2 0 1 3 

Mr. Patrick Moynihan, Ji. 
County Boaid Chairjicrson—Brown County, Wisconsin 
305 East Walnut Strcel 
Green Bay, WI 54305 

Re: Uoclcot No. AB-3U3 (Sub-No. 42X) 
Wisconsin CciitrnI Lid.-Ahandonnicnt 
Excinnlion - In Brown Comity. Wi.scon.sin 

Dcfir Mr. Moynihan: 

On or after August 30, 2013, Wisconsin Central Ltd ("WCL") expects to file with 
the Surface Transportauon Board a pctilioii foi exemplion for the abandoiuncut of WCl;'s 
railroad line extending fiom MP 97 75 and ending at MP 98.08 in Brown County, Wisconsin, a 
distance of approximately 0 33 miles. Your review of and commenis on this project were 
pieviously rcqucsted by letter dated Apnl 18,2013. 

In accordance wilh 49 C.F.R. §§ 1105.7(b) and 1105.11, wc are providing for 
your information the enclosed Enviionmenial/I-Iisloric Report which will accompany lhc petition 
for cNcmption and which describes the proposed aclion and any expected environmental or 
historic cflects. The Report also includes a map of the affected area 

Wc nic providing Ihis report so that you may review the information that will 
form the basis tor lhc Board's independent cnviromnental analysis of this proceeding. If any of 
the information is misleading or incorrect, if you believe that pertinent information is missing, or 
if you have any questions about the Boaid's environmental review piocess, please contact the 
Onicc of Environmental Analysis at the following address. 

Surface Transportation Board 
Ofllcc of Environmental Analysis 
395 E Street, S W., Room 1106 
Washington, DC 20423-0001 
(202) 245-0295 

Your comments should reference Docket No. AB-303 (Sub-No. 42X) and, if 
wiiltcn, should includo a copy to the undersigned. Because the applicable statutes and 
rcgulaiioiLs impose stringent deadlines tor processing tliis action, your written comments to the 
Office of Environmental Analysis would be appreciated within three weeks. 
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FLETCHER & SIPPEL LLC 

Mr. Patrick Moynihan, Jr. 
County Board Chaii person-Brown County, Wisconsin 
August 9,2013 
Page 2 

YOUI comments will be considered by the Boanl In evaluating the environmental 
and historic preseivation impacts of the contemplated action. If there arc any questions 
concerning this proposal, you should feci free lo contact me directly at 312-252-1518. Thank 
you for your assistance on this matter Kind regards. 

Veiytrtily yours. 

Audrey L Brodiick 
Allorncy for Wisconsin Ccntial Ltd. 

ALB:dg 
Enclosure 
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A T T A C H M E N T B 

NOTICE 

Tl IIS NOTICE IS A CORRECTION FROM A NOTICE THAT RAN ON APRIL 26.2013 

Wisconsin Ccniml Ltd. gives notice tlini on or aficr June 7, 2013 il intends to file with lhc Surface 
Transportniion Board, Wnshington, DC 20*123, (i pelilion for exemption under 49 U.S C 10502 from the 
prior approval rcquiremenis of 49 U.S.C. 10903, ei seq, pcriniiling the abandonment of a 0 33 mile line 
of railroad between railroad milepost 97.75 near Pine Sireci, noilh to railroad inilcposl 98 08 which 
iraveises through United Stales Postal Scrx'ice ZIP Codes 54208 in Denmark, Brown County, Wl The 
proceeding will be docketed as No. AB 303 (Sub-No. 42X). 
The Board's Office of Enviromiicntal Analysis (OLA) will generally prepare an Environinenlal 
Assessment (EA), which will nonnnlly be available 60 days afier the filing ofthe petition for exemption. 
Communis on cnviionmental nnd energy mailers should be filed no later than 30 days aficr lhc 1 ^ 
becomes available to the public and will be addressed in a Board decision Interested persons may obtain 
a copy of llie EA or make inquiries regarding environmental matters by willing to OEA, Surface 
Ti-ans|)oruition Board, Washington, DC 20423 or by calling SEA al 202-245-0295 

Appropriate offers of financial assistance lo continue rail service cnii be filed with the Board. Requests for 
environmental condhions, public use conditioiLs, or rail bnnking/lrails use also can be filed with the 
Board. An original and 10 copies of any pleading thai raises matters oihcr than environmental issues 
(such as Irnils use, public use, and offers of riiiancial assistance) must be filed directly with the Board's 
Seclion of Adminisinilion, Office of Proceedings, 395 E Street, SW., Washington, DC 20423-0001 |Scc 
49 CFR 1104.1(a) and 1104 3(a) ], and one copy must he served on applicam's representative [See 49 
CI-'R 1104.12(a) ] Questions regarding offers of financial nssisinncc, public use or imils u.sc may be 
directed to the Board's Office of Public Assisuince, Governmental Affairs, and Compliance at 202-245-
0238 Copies of any commenis oi requests for condiiions should be served on lhc applicant's 
representative: Fletcher &. Sippel LLC, Attention Audrey L Bradriek, 29 N. Wackcr Or, Suite 920, 
Chicago, IL 60606. 

54 



G R E E N BAYPRESS-GAZETTE 
O R E E N B A V I > R E S S C A Z e r r E . C O M 

Delivering Customers. Driving Results. 
A GANNETT COMPANY 

STATE OF WISCONSIN 
BROWN COUNTY 

FLETCHER & SIPPEL LLC 
29 NORTH WACKER DRIVE. SUITE 920 
CHICAGO. IL 60606 

Natalie Bridenhagen 
Being duly sworn, dolh depose and say Ihat .she/he is an authorized representative ofthe Green Bay Press 

Gasccttc, a newspaper published in Brown and Kewaunee Counties, Wisconsin, and that an advertisement of 

which the annexed is a inie copy, taken from said paper, which was published therein on 

Account Number: 475547 

Ad Number: 6798809 

Published Date: May 18,2013 
Total Ad Cost: S67.78 

(Signed) (Date) 

Signed and sworn before mc 

^ 2 0 I J ^ 

ic. Brown County, Wis 
L 
iconsin 

My commission expires \Q\lo\3C^i3 
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